


 Definition: “In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs 
when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, 
ideas, or other material without recognizing its source.‖

 Plagiarism is defined in dictionaries as "the wrongful 
appropriation, close imitation, or publication, of another 
author's language, thoughts, ideas, or expressions, and 
the representation of them as one's own original work‖

 This definition applies to texts published in print or online, 
and to the work of other student writers.

 In short, people are asked to use the guideline:                    
"...if you did not write it yourself, you must give credit.”

 Plagiarism IS theft or stealing !

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagiarism)
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 A charge of plagiarism can have severe 
consequences, including expulsion from a university 
or loss of a job, not to mention a writer's loss of 
credibility and professional standing.

 Within academia, plagiarism by students, professors, 
or researchers is considered academic dishonesty or 
academic fraud, and offenders are subject to 
academic censure, up to and including expulsion.

 The increased availability of intellectual property due 
to a rise in technology has furthered the debate as to 
whether copyright offences are criminal.

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagiarism)
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 In the academic world, plagiarism by students is a 
very serious offense that can result in punishments 
such as:

- Failing grade on the particular assignment (HS) 

- Failing grade for the course   (College level) 

 For cases of repeated plagiarism, or for cases in which 
a student commits severe plagiarism                          
(Ex: submitting a copied piece of writing as original),  
a student may be suspended or expelled.

 In many universities, academic degrees or awards 
may be revoked as a penalty for plagiarism.

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagiarism)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagiarism


 Academic Dishonesty Policy –

―Deliberate unauthorized use of the work of another 

person for academic purposes, or inappropriate use of 

notes, or other material in the completion of an 

academic assignment or test.‖ (SLCSB, Code of Student Conduct, 2010)

 SLCSB – Level 1 Referral  /  ―ZERO‖ Credit

 Penalties exist to reassure honest students that their 

efforts are respected and valued, so much so that 

those who would escape the work by fakery will be 

punished substantially.

(SLCSB, Code of Student Conduct, 2010)



Academic dishonesty is any type of cheating that occurs in

relation to a formal academic assignment. It can include:

 Plagiarism: The adoption or reproduction of original creations of 

another author (person, collective, organization, community, or 

anonymous authors) without due acknowledgment.

 Fabrication: Falsification of data, info, or citations in an assignment.

 Deception: Providing false information to a professor about an  

assignment —Ex) giving a false excuse for missing a deadline or 

claiming to have submitted work.

 Cheating: To give/obtain help in an assignment without approval. 

 Bribery: or paid services; giving certain test answers for money.

 Sabotage: Acting to prevent others from completing their work. This 
includes cutting pages out of library books or willfully disrupting the 

work of others.

(http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/)
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 Students may fear failure or fear taking     
risks in their own work.

 Students may have poor time-
management skills or they may plan poorly 
for the time and effort required for 
research-based writing, and believe they 
have no choice but to plagiarize.

 Students may view the course, the 
assignment, the conventions of academic 
documentation, or the consequences of 
cheating as unimportant.



 Students may feel pressured to complete papers well and 
quickly, and with the accessibility of new technology 
(Internet) students can plagiarize by copying and pasting 
information from other sources. 

 It is often easily detected by teachers because: 

- First, students' choices of sources are frequently 
unoriginal; instructors may receive the same passage 
copied from a popular source from several students. 

- Second, it is often easy to tell whether a student used 
his or her own "voice." 

- Third, students may choose sources which are 
inappropriate, inaccurate, or off-topic.

- Fourth, teachers/professors may require to submit 
work to an online plagiarism detector.



 Student’s Work:
 Source:



 Some of this…

 Some of that…

 NONE of it is yours!



 Student’s work follows source’s organization

 Minor differences  in a few words



 Student’s 

Work 

Above

 Website 

Source 

Below



 Their 
words

 Their 
ideas

 You’ve 
Stolen it

 Not your 
own 
work!



 Stop stealing 

others’ work!!





 In your notes, always mark someone 

else's words with a big Q, for quote,         

or use big quotation marks

 Indicate in your notes which ideas are 

taken from sources with a big S, and 

which are your own insights (ME)

 When information comes from sources, 

record relevant documentation in your 

notes (book & article titles; URLs on Web)

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/


 Use a statement that credits the source somewhere in the 

paraphrase or summary (Ex:  According to Mrs. Armas, ... )

 If you're having trouble summarizing, try writing your 

paraphrase or summary of a text without looking at the 

original, relying only on your memory and notes

 Check your paraphrase against the original text; correct any 

errors in content accuracy & be sure to use quotation marks

show exact phrases from original text

 Check your paraphrase for sentence & paragraph structure, 

as copying those is also plagiarism.

 Put quotation marks around any unique words or phrases 

that you cannot or do not want to change -

- Ex:  ―savage inequalities" exist throughout our  

educational system (Armas)

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/


 Keep the source author's name in the same sentence as the quote

 Mark the quote with quotation marks, or set it off from your text in its own block, per 
the style guide your paper follows

 Quote no more material than is necessary; if a short phrase from a source will suffice, 
don't quote an entire paragraph

 To shorten quotes by removing extra information, use ellipsis points (...) to indicate 
omitted text, keeping in mind that: 
› Three ellipsis points indicates an in-sentence ellipsis, and four points for an ellipsis between two sentences

 To give context to a quote or otherwise add wording to it, place added words in 
brackets, [ ] ; be careful not to editorialize or make any additions that skew the 
original meaning of the quote—do that in your main text, e.g., 

› OK: Mrs. Armas claims there are "savage inequalities" in our educational system, which is obvious.

› WRONG: Mrs. Armas claims there are "[obvious] savage inequalities" in our educational system.

 Use quotes that will have the most rhetorical, argumentative impact in your paper; 
too many direct quotes from sources may weaken your credibility, as though you 
have nothing to say yourself, and will interfere with your style! 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/


 Proofread and cross-check with your notes and sources 
to make sure that anything coming from an outside 
source is acknowledged in some combination of the 
following ways: 

› In-text citation, otherwise known as parenthetical citation

› Footnotes or endnotes
› Bibliography, References, or Works Cited pages

› Quotation marks around short quotes; longer quotes set off by 
themselves, as stated in a research and citation style guide

› Indirect quotations: citing a source that cites another source

 If you have any questions about citation, ask your 
teacher well in advance of your paper's due date, so if 
you have to make any changes to your citations, you 
have the time to do them correctly.

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/


Read over each of the following passages and respond   

(as a class) as to whether or not it uses citations accurately.  
* If it doesn't, what would you do to improve the passage      
so it's properly cited?

 1. Last summer, my family and I traveled to Chicago, 
which was quite different from the rural area I grew up in. 
We saw the dinosaur Sue at the Field Museum, and ate 
pizza at Gino's East.

 2. Americans want to create a more perfect union; they 
also want to establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, 
provide for the common defense, promote the general 
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty for everybody.

 3. I find it ridiculous that 57% of high school students think 
their teachers assign too much homework.

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/04/

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/03/


 "Plagiarism is using another person's words or ideas without giving credit to the 
other person. When you use someone else's words, you must put quotation 
marks around them and give the writer or speaker credit by revealing the 
source in a citation. Even if you revise or paraphrase the words of someone 
else or just use their ideas, you still must give the author credit in a note. Not 

giving due credit to the creator of an idea or writing is very much like lying."

-- (www.purdue.edu)

 In addition to a definition, know the difference between appropriate, 
referenced use of ideas or quotations and inappropriate use.

Example of a permissible paraphrase (with its citation) 

Impermissible paraphrase (some paraphrasing & some copying)

 Quoting a passage and using quotation marks and a citation as opposed to 
quoting a passage with neither (in other words, merely copying without 

attribution). "But I put it in my own words, so I didn't think I had to cite it‖ 

 Wholesale copying is obviously intentional, but a paper with occasional copy 
and paste sentences or poorly paraphrased material might be the result of 
ignorance. 

 Students need to know about paraphrasing, summarizing, quoting, citing, and 
indicating clearly the difference between their own ideas and ideas or words 
from a source. 

http://www.cln.org/themes/plagiarism.html

http://www.purdue.edu/
http://www.cln.org/themes/plagiarism.html


 Plagiarism is a combination of stealing (another's words) and lying (claiming 

implicitly that the words are the student's own). 

 Many statements on plagiarism also remind students that such cheating shows 
contempt for the professor, other students, & the entire academia. 

 Plagiarizers by their actions declare that they’re not at the university to gain 

an education, but only to pretend to do so, and therefore, that they intend 

to gain by fraud the credentials (the degree) of an educated person. 

 Perhaps,  have you thought about who is really being cheated when someone 

plagiarizes?

 Copying papers or even parts of papers short circuits a number of learning 
experiences and opportunities for the development of skills:                               -

actually doing the work of the research paper rather than counterfeiting it gives 
students not only knowledge of the subject and insights into the world of information 

and controversy, but improves research skills, thinking and analyzing, organizing, 

writing, planning and time management, and even meticulousness (those picky 

citation styles actually help improve one's attention to detail). All this is missed when 
the paper is faked, and it is these missed skills which will be of high value in the working 

world.

 A degree will help students get a first job, but performance--using the skills 

developed by doing just such assignments as research papers--will be required 
for promotion. 

http://www.cln.org/themes/plagiarism.html
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 Students don’t seem to realize that whenever they cite a source, 
they are strengthening their writing. 

 Citing a source, whether paraphrased or quoted, reveals that you’ve 
done research work & synthesized the findings into own thoughts. 

 Using sources shows that the student in engaged in "the great 
conversation," the world of ideas, and that the student is aware of 
other thinkers' positions on the topic. 

 By quoting & citing, writers who support student's position, the 
student adds strength to the position. By responding to those who 
oppose the position, the student shows that there are valid counter 
arguments. 

 In a nutshell, citing helps make the essay stronger & sounder & will 
probably result in a better grade. 

 Appropriate quoting & citing also evidences the student's respect for 
owners’ ideas & arguments--honoring their intellectual property

 Most college graduates will be knowledge workers themselves, 
earning at least part of their living creating information products.  
They therefore have an interest in maintaining a respect for 
intellectual property and the proper attribution of ideas & words. 

http://www.cln.org/themes/plagiarism.html
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 Research-Roman Colosseum

 BrainPOP | Plagiarism | FYI

 BrainPOP | Paraphrasing

 BrainPOP | Research

 BrainPOP | Internet Search

 BrainPOP | Copyright

 BrainPOP | Citing Sources
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 Examples of Plagiarism

 Plagiarism Web Quest

 Copyright and Fair Use

• Learning Videos:

http://college.cengage.co

m/english/plagiarism_preve

ntion.html

file:\\WGSRV3\mar0121$\My Documents\WestGate\Reading-Writing Resources\plagiarism pamphlet.pdf
http://www.centralcatholic.net/plagwq_files/Plagiarism2.htm
http://mrsa.wikispaces.com/Copyright+and+Fair+Use
http://college.cengage.com/english/plagiarism_prevention.html
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