
COLONIAL 

INFLUENCES 
Where did America get its ideas about 

government? 
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Collection of Good Ideas 



OPEN: BRAINSTORM WHAT YOU THINK 

EACH BIG IDEA MEANS! 

The Big Idea I think it means…… The Class Definition 

Rule of Law 

 

 

Self –Government 

 

 

Due Process 

 

 

Limited Government 

 

 

Rights 

 

 



LETS RECORD YOUR IDEAS 

The Big Idea I think it means…… The Class 

Definition 

Rule of Law 

 

 

Self –Government 

 

 

Due Process 

 

 

Limited Government 

 

 

Rights 

 

 



WHO IS JOHN LOCKE? 

 Record these vocabulary words in your 

journal. Make sure you skip two lines to 

write your thoughts. 

 1.  State of Nature              9.  Thomas Hobbes 

 2. Natural Rights              10.  Thomas Jefferson 

 3. Property 

 4. Freedom 

 5. Government 

 6.  law 

 7. king 

 8. tyranny 

 



JOHN LOCKE – 1632-1704 
 English philosopher 

 He published a book called the 
Two Treaties of Government in 
1689. 

 He explained his ideas of 
Natural Rights which many 
people from the American 
Colonies read. 

 He imagined what live would 
be like in a state of a nature. 
He saw a state of nature as a 
condition in which no 
governments or laws existed at 
all. 

 



WHAT MIGHT LIFE BE LIKE IN A STATE OF 

NATURE? 

 It is your turn to be a philosopher like John 

Locke. First, imagine that you an all the 

students in your school are living in a state 

of nature. You have plenty of food and other 

resources to maintain life and to live well.  

But there is no government and there are 

no laws or rules that you have to follow.  

There is no one to tell you what to do and 

no one to protect. 



TASK CARD #1 

 

What might be some advantages 
and disadvantages of living in 

a state of nature? 



TASK CARD #2: 

 

What rights, if any, 
might you expect to have 

in a state of nature? 
 



TASK CARD #3  

 

What might people who are 
stronger or smarter than 

others try to do? Why? 
 



TASK CARD #4 

What might people who 
are weaker or less 

skilled than others try 
to do? Why? 

 



TASK CARD #5 

What might life be like for 
everyone living in a state 

of nature? 
 



TASK CARD #6: 

Would anyone have the 
right to govern you?  Would 
you have a right to govern 

anyone else? Why? 
 



TASK CARD #7: 

What are some things the 
people could do to protect 

their lives, liberty, or 
property? 

 



DAY 2: TASK CARDS  

 Review your question and responses from 

yesterday.   

 Think about the story we just read and discussed. 

 How would you answer the question based on the 

story (John Locke’s views)?  

 Discuss with your group members. 

 Write your answers on the new Post it note given 

to you.  



WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA? 
Rule of Law 

 All people must follow the laws, and the laws  should be enforced fairly. 

Self Government 
 People can make decisions on how their government should work. 

Due Process 
 People have the right to fair and reasonable laws. Officials have to follow 

rules when enforcing laws and need to treat all people in the same way. 

Limited Government 
 A government that has been limited in power by a constitution, or written 

agreement. 

Rights 
 A set of things that people believe they should be free to do without 

restrictions. 



CUT-AND FOLD INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Put your name on the paper. 

 

 

 

 

2. Flip the page over to see the side with the check list. 

 

3. Carefully cut along the dashed lines only. 

 



CUT-AND FOLD INSTRUCTIONS 
4. Fold the tabs towards the middle on the left side 

on the solid line.  

 

 

5. Fold the tabs towards the middle on the right 
side on the solid line.  

 

 

6. Turn the paper so you see a row of images. 

 

 

7. Use the reading and class discussion to complete 
all the fields in this activity. 

 



MAGNA CARTA 

The Magna Carta was a 

government document that 

limited the power of the king of 

England and protected the rights 

of the nobility. It was written by the 

English nobility in 1215.  

Big Ideas: 
• Limited Government 

• Rights 

• Rule of Law 

• Due Process M
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MAYFLOWER COMPACT 

The Mayflower Compact was an agreement 

between individuals that created a 

government that would provide order and 

protect the rights of the colonists. It was 

written by a group of English Puritans as they 

traveled to Massachusetts  in 1620.  
 

Big Ideas: 
• Self Government 

• Rule of Law 
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ENGLISH BILL OF RIGHTS 

Big Ideas: 
• Limited Government 

• Rights 

• Due Process 

• Rule of Law 

 

The English Bill of Rights was a government 

document that expanded the powers of the 

English Parliament and expanded the rights 

of the people, as well as further limited the 

rights of the king. It was written by the 

members of the English Parliament in 1689. 
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CATO’S LETTERS 

Big Ideas: 
• Rights 

• Rule of Law 

Cato’s Letters were made up of a collection of 
newspaper articles published to convince 
people to support the freedom of expression 
and to fight against the heavy handed rule of 
the British government. They were written by 
two anonymous English journalists in the 
1720’s. 
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COMMON SENSE 

Big Ideas: 
• Self Government 

• Rights 

Common Sense was a pamphlet  
written to convince the 
American colonists to support 
becoming independent from 
England. It was written by a 
colonial journalist and 
circulated in 1776.  
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FROM BIG IDEAS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The movers and shakers in the colonial 
period spent a lot of time thinking about 
these big ideas, and how to put them into 
practice.  

 

Give it a try yourself by matching each 
aspect of the U.S. Constitution to the big 
ideas that you just learned about. 
 



FROM BIG IDEAS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

Rule of Law: the idea that 
all people must follow the 
laws, and that the laws are 
enforced fairly 

Self– Government: 
popular or representative 
system where the people 
create and run their own 
government  

Due Process: People have the 
right to fair and reasonable laws. 
Officials have to follow rules 
when enforcing the laws and to 
treat all people in the same way. 

Limited Government: the 
power of government is 
limited by the Constitution, 
and each branch is limited 
in what it can do 

Rights: A set of things that 
people believe they should 
be free to do without 
restrictions 

     “This Constitution and the laws of the United States ... shall be the supreme law of 
the land.”  All government officials “shall be bound by an oath to support this 
constitution.”  

U.S. Constitution, Article VI 

A 

A 



FROM BIG IDEAS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

Rule of Law: the idea that 
all people must follow the 
laws, and that the laws are 
enforced fairly 

Self– Government: 
popular or representative 
system where the people 
create and run their own 
government  

Due Process: People have the 
right to fair and reasonable laws. 
Officials have to follow rules 
when enforcing the laws and to 
treat all people in the same way. 

Limited Government: the 
power of government is 
limited by the Constitution, 
and each branch is limited 
in what it can do 

Rights: A set of things that 
people believe they should 
be free to do without 
restrictions 

   The first ten amendments in the Bill of Rights guarantees certain rights and freedoms 
that include:  
•Freedom of speech, the press, and religion 
•Right to petition the government and to bear arms  
•Prohibition of excessive bail or fines, or cruel and unusual punishments for crimes 
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FROM BIG IDEAS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

Rule of Law: the idea that 
all people must follow the 
laws, and that the laws are 
enforced fairly 

Self– Government: 
popular or representative 
system where the people 
create and run their own 
government  

Due Process: People have the 
right to fair and reasonable laws. 
Officials have to follow rules 
when enforcing the laws and to 
treat all people in the same way. 

Limited Government: the 
power of government is 
limited by the Constitution, 
and each branch is limited 
in what it can do 

Rights: A set of things that 
people believe they should 
be free to do without 
restrictions 

    The U.S. Constitution created three branches of government. Each branch is given the 
power to check, or limit the power of the other two. The system of checks and balances 
keeps any one branch from getting too powerful. 
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FROM BIG IDEAS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

Rule of Law: the idea that 
all people must follow the 
laws, and that the laws are 
enforced fairly 

Self– Government: 
popular or representative 
system where the people 
create and run their own 
government  

Due Process: People have the 
right to fair and reasonable laws. 
Officials have to follow rules 
when enforcing the laws and to 
treat all people in the same way. 

Limited Government: the 
power of government is 
limited by the Constitution, 
and each branch is limited 
in what it can do 

Rights: A set of things that 
people believe they should 
be free to do without 
restrictions 

“   No person shall...be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law” 

U.S. Constitution, 5th Amendment 
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FROM BIG IDEAS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

Rule of Law: the idea that 
all people must follow the 
laws, and that the laws are 
enforced fairly 

Self– Government: 
popular or representative 
system where the people 
create and run their own 
government  

Due Process: People have the 
right to fair and reasonable laws. 
Officials have to follow rules 
when enforcing the laws and to 
treat all people in the same way. 

Limited Government: the 
power of government is 
limited by the Constitution, 
and each branch is limited 
in what it can do 

Rights: A set of things that 
people believe they should 
be free to do without 
restrictions 

    “WE THE PEOPLE of the United  States...do ordain and establish this Constitution for the 
United States of America.”   

Preamble to the Constitution, 1787 
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